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Production  of  2,51.5,000,000  eggs  in  November  was  17  percent  above  the  previous 
record  November  production  (l 941 ) and  '61  percent  above  trie  10-year  (-1931-40) 


November  average.  A record  high  production  was  reached  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. Total  egg  production  during  the  first  11  months  of  this  year  was  the  largest 
of  record  for  the  period  in  all  parts  of  the  country  with  the  exception  of  the 
Western  States  where  production  was  the  highest  since  1937,  There  were  372,736,000 
layers  in  farm  flocks,  an  increase  ’of '12  percent  from  November  1941, : and  23  per- 
cent above  the  10-year  average.  Record  numbers  were  reached  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  except  the  West,  where  the  number  of  layers  was  the  largest ‘ since  1931. 

The  rate  of  egg  production  during" November  set  a new  record  high  of  6.75  eggs  per 
layer  — 4 percent  above  last  year  and  31  percent  above  the  10-year  average.  The 
rate  reached  a record  high  level  in  all  parts  of  the  country  except1  the  South 
Atlantic  States, .where  it  was  exceeded  only  by  the  record  of  last  year.  Produc- 
tion per  Layer  on  hand  during  the  11  months  of  this  year'  was  137  eggs,  the  largest 
of  record  . — 2 percent  above  last  year  and  12.  percent  above  the  10-year  average. 

r ’ . . 

The  average  .number  -of  pullets  not  yet  of  laying  age  in  farm,  flocks  'on  December  1 
was  23.8  birds,  which  is  2 percent  below  the  record  high  number  of  a year  ago. 
Present  numbers  of  these  potential  layers  are  at  a record  level  in  the  South 
Central'.' and  Western  States  but  are  below  last  year's,  rec.ord  level  'in  all  other 
parts  of  the  country.  The  decreased  numbers  of  pullets  to  be  added  to  the  laying 
flock  in  the  North  and  South  Atlantic  and  the  North  Central  State's  does  not 
indicate  that  there  will  be  fewer  pullets  in  the'  laying  flock  this  'year  but  that 
a larger  proportion  of  the  pullets  have  already  entered 'the  laying- flocks  because 
of  the  earlier  hatching  season  this  vear.  On  August  1 the  number  of  pullets  not 
yet  of  laying  age  was  the  largest  of  record  in  all  parts  of  the  coiintry  .and  on  • 
October  1 the  number  of  all  pullets  was  the  largest  of  record  in  all  areas  except 
the  South  Atlantic  States.  It  is  to  be  expected,  therefore,  that  there  will -be 
a record  number  of  pullet  layers  in  the  farm  laying  flock  by  January  1,  The  number 
of  potential  layers  on  December  1,  i.e.,  hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age  plus  • 
pullets  not  of  laying  age  was  9 percent  larger  than  a year  ago. 

Egg  prices  received  by  farmers  in  mid -November , 38.9  cents  per  dozen,  were  10 
percent  higher  than  a year  ago  and  40  percent  above  the'  10-year  (1931-40)  average. 
The  United  States  price  increased  1.5  cents  per  dozen  during  the  month  compared 
with  a 10-year  average  increase  of  3.3  cents. 

The  mid-November  price  of  19.6  cents  per  pound  for  chickens  is  an  'increase  of 
0.1  cents  over  the  October  price  compared  with  an  average  decrease  of  0.3  cents 
for  the  month,  A year  ago  the  price  was  15.5  cents.  The  10-year  November 
average  is  13,0  cents  per  pound. 

The  price  of  turkeys  on  November  15  was  27,0  cents  per  pound  compared,  with  23,9 
cents  a month  ago,  20.2  cents  a year  ago  and.  15.9  cents,  the  10-year  average. 

The  average  cost  of  feed  in  a farm  poultry  ration  on  November  15  was  $1,61  per 
100  pounds,  which  is  16  percent  higher  than  a _rear  ago  and  49  percent  above  the 
10-year  average.  The  egg-feed  price  relationship  on  November  15  was  less 
favorable  than  a year  earlier  and  less  favorable  than  the  10-year  average. 

The  chicken-feed  and.  turkey-feed  ratios,  on  the  con-trary  were  considerably  more 
favorable  on  November  15  than  a year  ago  or  the  10-year  average  --  the  most 
favorable  for  the  month  since  1938  because  prices  did  not  make  the  usual., 
seasonal  d.ecrease. 
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